Ignatius Learning Centre

Meet your 2026
educators

John
Andrew
Campus Principal

Jacqui
Pasinis
Lead Inclusion

Edward

Weatherson
Lead Teacher

John Andrew is the founding Principal
of the Ignatius Learning Centre.

He brings over 20 years of experience in
education, including leadership roles at
Parkville College across both the
Malmsbury campus and the Parkville
Youth Justice Precinct.

John is deeply committed to
understanding each young person’s story
and supporting them to build confidence,
connection, culture and identity through
education. He believes every student
deserves a place where they feel known,
safe and capable of success.

John is focused on helping more students
complete their Victorian Pathways
Certificate (VPC) while continuing to
strengthen meaningful partnerships with
families, community organisations and
key stakeholders.

John warmly welcomes conversations
with students and families. If you have
any questions about the Ignatius Learning
Centre or how the school can support
your young person, he would be pleased
to hear from you.

Jacqui joined the ILC in 2026 as Lead —
Inclusion. She oversees student enrolments
and supports the school's engagement with
students, families and external agencies.
Jacqui is a qualified social worker with over
15 years’ experience working in secondary
schools, universities and hospitals. She is
passionate about helping young people feel
supported and included, and about
removing barriers so they can reach their
learning goals. Outside of school, Jacqui
enjoys spending time with her family,
exercising, cooking, reading and a bit of
online shopping.

Ed is one of the Lead Teachers at the
Ignatius Learning Centre.

He works closely with the teachers to
ensure classes are engaging and
challenging for students and catered
towards their goals and aspirations.

Ed's expertise is teacher development,
teaching literacy and numeracy, and
working with complex learning needs.
Prior to joining the ILC, he taught in a
primary school for four years before
teaching and leading a team at Parkville
College. Ed is super excited to work at the
ILC in 2025!

X

' Jesuit

Social Services

ALl
Garcia

Golden
Deputy Principal

Michelle
Limberger
Disability and
Inclusion Lead

A
o

‘3;'-;':'; e
" Belg 0 LB
i.-?_-.!".'-_-.
Rachael

Comte
Lead Teacher

Ignatius
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Garcia Golden is the Deputy Principal

at ILC. Garcia has 9 years’ experience in
education and recently worked as an
Assistant Principal with Parkville College.
He has a passion for creating the learning
environments that even the most
disengaged young people can thrive in.

Garcia's role is to oversee the daily
operation of the Ignatius Learning Centre
and to ensure there is a supported and
productive learning environment for
students and staff to collaborate in.

He has a strong connection to the
countryside in central Victoria and
enjoys spending time hiking and camping
with friends.

Michelle is the Disability and Inclusion
Lead. She ensures the ILC and its staff
are well equipped to meet every
students individual needs to achieve
success in the classroom. Michelle has
over 14 years experience working in
alternative education settings. Michelle
has previously held leadership positions
at Parkville College, across Malmsbury
Youth Justice Precinct and Secure
Welfare. More recently, Michelle has
worked at The Pavilion School,
supporting the most disengaged
students to attend school as well as
supporting students to complete a
program that prepares them to
transition to University.

Michelle loves spending time with her
kids, eating chocolate whenever she can
and hanging out with friends.

Rachael will be working closely with the
teachers and engagement team to ensure
that students are feeling connected to
school and achieving their goals. Rachael
has taught music and lead the music
program at Parkville College for the last 9
years and is very passionate about
supporting students to get qualifications
and access educational and vocational
outcomes.

Rachael also loves playing and making
music, running, and hanging out with her
beloved friends, family, and dog.



Leia
Doherty

Lead Teacher

Kudzai
Dune

Student
Engagement and
Transitions Officer

Tahir
Hubadin

Student Engagement
and Transitions
Officer

This year, Leia joins the ILC as a Lead
Teacher at the Richmond campus,
bringing over 15 years’ experience across
mainstream and flexible education as well
as youth justice settings. She specialises
in inclusion, student engagement, and
empowering education for young people
who have experienced disruption, system
involvement and marginalisation. Leia has
led multidisciplinary teams supporting
young men transitioning from custody
and, most recently, worked with refugee
and asylum seeker women, strengthening
language development, confidence, and
pathways into further education.
Grounded in ethical, student-centred
leadership, she prioritises trust, culturally
responsive practice and sees education
as a collaborative process that honours
students’ voices and lived realities.

Kudzai recently joined the school
community and will be working closely
with students, families, and teaching
staff to ensure every student feels
supported and engaged in their learning
journey. Her role will involve helping
students transition into the school
environment and preparing them for
their next steps by connecting them
with programs and opportunities tailored
to their individual needs and interests.

With extensive experience creating and
implementing impactful programs for
marginalized communities, Kudzai is
passionate about fostering a positive
and inclusive school experience. She
looks forward to bringing her expertise
to ILC and supporting students in
reaching their full potential.
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Tahir is an Engagement and Transitions
worker who began his time at ILC in
2025 while on student placement for his
Youth Work and Criminal Justice degree
with Victoria University. As an
Engagement and Transitions worker,
Tahir brings strong relational skills and a
deep commitment to breaking down the
barriers to education through student
engagement and ensuring cultural
awareness stays in focus. His expertise
in building family, community and
stakeholder relationships to support
young people is also a key part of his
work here at ILC.

Prior to ILC, Tahir has experience in
Residential care settings and youth drop
in centre’s.

Madeline
Simon

Student Engagement
and Transitions
Officer

Joining us as a Student Engagement and
Transitions Officer, Maddie is excited to
work closely with students, families,
staff, and local community groups to
ensure that every student feels seen,
supported, and engaged in their learning
journey. Whether helping students settle
into school life or preparing them for
their next chapter, Maddie will be there
to connect them with opportunities that
match their unique interests and goals.
With a strong background in social

work and a passion for advocating for
marginalized communities, Maddie is
dedicated to building a supportive

and empowering environment where
students are both encouraged and
challenged. She can't wait to bring

her experience and energy to ILC,
helping students thrive and reach their
full potential!

Rose is the Business Manager at the
ILC.Rose has worked in education for
seven years, with a focus on Human
Resources, Finance and School
Governance.

Rose is passionate about schools acting
in the Best interest of students, and
compliance. Rose enjoys spending time
with family, and car cruises with her
partner and friends.

Rose

Business Manager
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Nick Porter

Numeracy
and Physical
Education Teacher

Laura
Christoforidis
Music Teacher

Jamie
Shoobert
Education Support

Nick is an energetic and passionate
teacher with over 10 years of
experience.

Nick’s subject focus is Physical
Education, Sport and Recreation, and
Psychology Teaching. Nick strongly
believes that a high quality education
should be accessible, interesting

and engaging for all.

Nick is excited about making his
classes relevant, supportive and fun.’
Nick is enthusiastic and keen to
continue his work at the ILC and
promote further growth and
development of his students.

Our music teacher, Laura, brings diverse
career experience to the classroom.

As a singer, Laura has been performing
and recording for over 15 years, but
her toolkit also includes drums, piano
and both vinyl and digital DJing. Aside
from her work as a touring artist, Laura
has a decade of industry experience,
during which she has collaborated with
local and international acts, produced
events and festivals at some of
Australia’s most iconic venues and
nurtured the underground music
community in Melbourne.

As a passionate advocate for young
people, Laura facilitates a co-designed
learning environment where self-
determination, initiative and creativity
are prioritised.

Jamie brings over 25 years of experience
as a carpenter and builder, including
extensive work in high-end residential
construction, to the Ignatius Learning
Centre. His journey has not been
straightforward, and his lived experience
of recovery shapes the compassion and
understanding he brings to his work each
day. Jamie knows what it’s like to struggle,
to feel lost, and to rebuild. He believes
practical learning can be a powerful
turning point — not just for developing
trade skills, but for growing confidence,
resilience and self-belief. He is deeply
committed to creating a safe, respectful
space where young people feel valued
and supported to build a future they can
be proud of.

For more information or questions about
enrolment, please contact:

Ignatius Learning Centre
326 Church Street (PO Box 271) Richmond VIC 3121

Call: 03 9421 7600

Jacqui Pasinis, Lead Inclusion
0417 678 170 | jacqui.pasinis@jss.org.au

Alexandra
Clifton

Literacy and
EAL Teacher

Natalija
Nikolovska
Teacher
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Alex is a VPC Classroom Teacher here
at Ignatius Learning Centre (ILC). She
will be teaching our Literacy program, as
well as Work Related Skills and Personal
Development Skills. Alex has worked at
The Pavilion School for the past 2 years,
supporting disengaged students access
and achieve their human right to an
education in a flexible and specialist
learning setting.

Alex has also worked overseas in Spain,
teaching English as an Additional
language to young people in rural
communities. She has a passion for
learning about language, culture and
linguistics. Before realising she wanted
to move into education and teaching,
Alex specialised in International Studies,
specifically Spanish and Latin American
Studies. Alex loves sharing her love and
knowledge for Spanish language and
culture, and being active and amongst
green and blue spaces, as well as
around her family and friends to
energise her.

Alex joins us at ILC because she firmly
believes in the transformative power of
education and literacy in a young
person’s life.

Natalija is excited to be joining the team
at ILC and continuing her work with
students from Melbourne’s west — a
community she genuinely cares about
and feels proud to be part of. With
experience teaching in the VCE-
VM/VPC and Humanities, she enjoys
creating hands-on, relevant learning
experiences that connect to students’
real lives and future plans.

She believes every young person
deserves access to meaningful
opportunities and a supportive
environment where they can thrive. Her
approach centres on strong
relationships, high expectations, and
making learning engaging and fun. She is
passionate about helping students build
confidence, resilience and the practical
skills they need to back themselves and
pursue their chosen career pathways.

Outside the classroom, you'll likely find
her playing basketball, catching up with
friends, or exploring the best spots
around Melbourne’s west.

Ignatius
Learning Centre

Jesuit Social Services is a social change organisation working to build a
just society where all people can live to their full potential. We believe
that participants in our programs have the right to receive culturally
sensitive services and to be their authentic self.



