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Jesuit Social Services’ Ecological Justice Journey

– grounded in our Jesuit heritage 

Key Milestones

Jesuit Conference - Decrees of 

General Congregation 35: 

Reconciliation with Creation

Jesuit Social Services began to 

incorporate the principle that 

“everything is interrelated” into 

practice and discussions in the 

organisation. This led to a 

number of engagements with 

this idea and bringing ecology 

into social services practice.

2008

Establishment of Practice 

Ecology Working Group

Pope Francis - On Care for Our 

Common Home, Laudato Si 

(Encyclical Letter)

Practice Ecology Working 

Group & Practice Ecology 

Workshop, March

2015

Strengthened our 

ecology work

Including through our 

relationship with the 

Environmental Science 

for Social Change organisation 

(Philippines) also assisting with 

the establishment of an Ecology 

and Culture Centre in 

Mindanao, Philippines.

2016

Submission to Northern 

Territory Government’s 

Climate Change Response

Submission to Victorian 

Inquiry into Tackling Climate 

Change in Victorian 

Communities

Partnered to deliver our first 

Climate Justice Forum in NT

Darwin, September

Practice Ecology Workshops 

at Bush Hut 

Fr. General Arturo Sosa SJ, 

Society of Jesus, Universal 

Apostolic Preferences 

2019-2029

Caring for Our Common 

Home (2019)

Expanding the Conversation 

series: Just Transitions

2019

Establishment of Ecological 

Justice Hub

 Located in Brunswick - A Vision 

for the Jesuit Social Services’ 

Ecological Justice Hub 2018 and 

2019 (2 documents).

2017

Partnered to deliver our 

second Climate Justice 

Forum in NT 

Alice Springs, March 

2020

Established the Centre for 

Just Places

A national research, advocacy 

and capacity building centre 

focusing on place-based 

approaches to strengthening 

communities.  

Advocacy following the 2015 

edition of DOTE led to Jesuit 

Social Services establishing the 

Centre for Just Places in 2021.

The Centre for Just Places was 

established by Jesuit Social 

Services in early 2021 with 

support from the Gandel 

Foundation and the Victorian 

Government to enable and 

support place-based 

approaches. Recognition from 

Jesuit Social Services that DOTE 

needed a home and that DOTE 

would include environmental 

indicators for the 

first time.

Partnered to deliver our third 

Climate Justice Forum in NT

Darwin, February 

Climate Change Adaptation in 

the NT Workshop

Ecological Justice Strategy 

2021 - 2024

Prisons, climate and a 

just transition

DOTE Report 2021

The list of indicators in our 

nation-wide research on 

place-based disadvantage, 

Dropping Off the Edge (DOTE), 

was expanded to incorporate of 

Environmental Indicators of 

disadvantage for the first time.

2021

Jesuit Social Services 

Strategic Plan 2018-2023

Expanding the Conversation 

series: Ecological Justice 

Designated Ecological Justice 

role in the Office of the CEO

Establishment of Business 

Processes Working Group and 

Human Spirit and Ecology 

Working Group

2018

Pope Francis – Laudate Deum 

(Apostolic Exhortation) To all 

People of Good Will on the 

Climate Crisis

Jesuit Social Services (2023), 

Strategic Plan 2023-2028

Priority 4: Strengthen our 

Jesuit organisational identity, 

nurture the vocational hearts of 

staff and further embed 

ecological and gender justice 

across all activities.

2023

The Outdoor Experience (TOE) 

celebrates 40 years 

TOE offers young people a 

unique opportunity for learning, 

growth and connection in a 

supportive environment. 

Participants learn more about 

themselves, strengthen 

relationships with others and 

have a greater understanding of 

their relationship with nature.

2024

An Environmental Way of 

Proceeding

Continuing the process of 

organisational transformation, 

through the integration of 

ecological considerations into 

who we are and what we do 

through across the three 

domains of human spirit, our 

practice framework and 

business processes.

2012

Practice Ecology Workshop

October, The Bush Hut  

CEO, Julie Edwards 

appointed leader of the 

Governance of Natural and 

Mineral Resources Network 

One of four Global Ignatian 

Advocacy Networks, to ensure 

that issues of equity and 

sustainability are addressed in 

mining operations (now called 

Justice in Mining).

2013

The Outdoor Experience

(first established in 1985 at

Pleasant View Centre 

- later Drug Services Victoria) 

came to be auspiced by 

Jesuit Social Services and 

managed by our 

ConneXions program.

1995

“We live in a broken world”

- Reflections on Ecology

Published as Promotio Iustitiae 

70 by the Social Apostolate 

Secretariat at the General Curia 

of the Society of Jesus.

1999

Practice Ecology Workshop

March, June & October, 

The Bush Hut (HumaNature 

Connect facilitated) 

Jesuit Social Services 

Strategic Plan 2014 - 2017

Strategic Priority number 4 

- Creating a contemporary 

and sustainable organisational 

model that respects 

ecological justice.

2014

Healing a Broken World: 

Society of Jesus, Social 

Justice and Ecology 

Secretariat 

A taskforce on Ecology, Promotio 

Iustitiae no.106.

Jesuit Conference of Asia 

Pacific (JCAP), Our 

Environmental Way of 

Proceeding Ecology Workshop

 Facilitated by Pedro Walpole SJ, 

coordinator of JCAP-Ecology, at 

the “Bush Hut”, a Jesuit Social 

Services site in Melbourne. 

Following the workshop, a group 

of staff and friends of Jesuit 

Social Services was established 

to work together on how to 

progress the introduction of 

environmental and ecological 

awareness and practice across 

all Jesuit Social Services’ 

domains of activity.

2011


